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Palo Alte on 23 Jamary 1959. 


the progress was held xt. 
In tie 22nd of Jumary was 
art discuscing COROUA probleus with It. 
Chief of the Palo Alto Contral Center. . 
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2. The highlights of the {tens presented at the brisfing are as 
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a balloon drop of the nose cone is proposed at Holliman 4F5, Hew 
Mexico. The test will consist of dropping the nose cone fron 
100,000 feet with an air snatch recovery planned. As discussed 
below, aircraft dropped recovery’ tests are veins performed in 
the Hawaiian area. 


Cc. Recovery Vehicle Procram: Several items of interest were 
proucht cut in the orielins on the recovery system. The first was 
tnat the mode 3 parachute has veen selected as the chute to be 
used in the recovery szvstem. The mode 3 chute has a diameter of 
23.5 feet and a descent rate of 25 feet per second. These chutes 
- are in production and have been tested. This fact was not dis- 
cussed at the briefins, but it was learned later from Col. Matheson 
that three drons had been made inthe Hawaiian area from a B-47 
aircraft, usins the mode3 chute. Two of the drops were recovered 
by air snatch. The third was a water recovery. Fecause of a 
beacon malfunction on the nose cone, the aircraft was not able to 
locate the third unit. However, surface ship radar did paint the 
cone and a water recovery was made. Additional 5-47 drops are 
rlanned in the Hawaiian area. 


Another item of interest in connection with the recovery system 
is that GE feels they have solved the parachute ejection problem by 
redesign of the system. Another item discussed was the problem of 
stability of the nose cone during re-entry because it was oricinally 
desisned for a film load of 40 pounds and this has been reduced to 
a half load, or 20 pounds. G indicated that approximately 3 pounds 
will be recuired for ballast. Since tk ballast will have to be 
located near the nose, the addition of more film will not solve the 
problem. It is planned to use an instrument packase for ballast. 


d. Power GConsumtion Estimates: The briefing on power supply 
vs. power consumption indicates that there is adequate power for 
2 hours, but not enoucsh for a two day time in orbit. This is 
primarily true because 707 of the required power load is estimated 
to be lost. Also considerable power is required on passive orbits 
(camera not operatin=) to keep the satellite stabilized. The watt 
hours available and recuirec are shown in attachment 71. 


e. Component Parts Schedules: liuch time was spent in con- 
siteration of the present celivery schedules of the component parts. 


without coinz into detail, it appears that the schedules are very 
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ticht and some slippaze could occur. The prosram is so inte- 
grated that a slippase in any place would probably cause a slip 
in the proposed launch schedule. The details of these schedules 
are contained in the photostatic copy of the briefing aids which 
is an attachment to this report. 






f. Camera Souipment and Film Handline Procedures after 
covery: @ Mees preparing a separate repcrt that 
Will cover these twe sucjects 


2, "he iters discussec outside the trlefinz are as follows; 


Qa. Tesults of SFu: Meither the people at nor those 
at the Falo Alto Control Center experienced any difficulty with 
the Command Fost Lxercise conducted between Project Yeadauarters 
an? QMBBMBB durin- the week 19 through 23 January. MUessazes were 
nassec both br phone and courier between and Falo alto. 
Tn connection with this » feadauarters plans to conduct a CPX 
approximatel: every three wee%s. 


be Somwunications at Palco Alto Control Genter: The decision 
was made by Iir. Kucera not to establish a commmnications center at 
Palo Alto in view of the security problems involved. 


Ce. Revorts Control ‘ianual: A revision to the Reports Control 
vlanual was coordinated with Falo Alto and Col. Sheppard of BD. 
The revision to the Progress Report was made to give 
Heacaquarters a more accurate cround track of the orbiting satellite. 
A proposec addition to the Reports Control Manual was also discussed. 
The addition QUAND 12.1. vrovide Headquarters with the ephemeris 
data approxirately two weeks prior to each launch. This addition will 
be published in early February. Since Headquarters desires information 
on launches other than CORONA, Palo Alto agreed.to send the 
> or 10, and 13 on Test and for Dio-med launches. The above reports 
will provice lieadcuarters with estimated time of launch, actual tine 
of launch or abort, and procress of the satellite once it is in orbit. 
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dennin- “actors: Several planning factors were 
pone ional interest. One of these is the filn 
Wi report. 
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a 48 hour delay is required before another attempt at launch. This 
presenvs a serious liritation since the countdown for the present 
vehicle calls for some Suelin~ at launch minus £ 

this 1411 be reduced in later launches. Alsc, the sresenz schedule 
Sor launch acimuth calls for CORONA units te be launched on 2 tre 
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